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Friends of Bardwell Church
www.fobc.onesuffolk.net

FOBC Membership
Friends come from all walks of life,
are of all ages and can be of any
faith or none but their common
interest is in preserving the fabric
of this beautiful old building and
also keeping the churchyard safe
and tidy.
There are currently 54 households
who pay an annual membership
fee of £5 or more. Not all members
live in Bardwell or even the nearby
villages but they kindly continue to
support the work of the FOBC
because of some past connection
to the building or graveyard.
As well as paid up members, there
are many local volunteers who help
with the fund raising events and
practical work involved with the
maintenance of the building and
the graveyard. It isn't all hard work,
the social events are fun and
enable everyone to meet and make
new friends. We hope you will be
able to join us for the events
planned for 2018 but if that is not
possible please be assured your
contribution is helping to keep the
fabric of the village church in
remarkably good shape.
Whatever your contribution it is
very much appreciated and if you
have friends or family who you
think may be interested In joining
FOBC please do encourage them to
pick up a membership form in the
church or contact the
membership secretary: Delyse Ray
membershipsecretary@gmail.com

fobc.onesuffolk.net

Chairman’s Report
Year Ending 31st December 2017
………………………………………………………………………………………..
This year I’d like to begin my report by once more thanking our
committee members Michael de Lotbiniere, Barry Felton, Dave
Ray, Delyse Ray, Ted Gear and Jo Sloan for their support in 2017.
I would like to give a special mention to Jo Sloan who retired
from the committee during the year. It is also important to say
thank you to all members and volunteers, who selflessly
supported us in many ways throughout the year.
In 2017, our total income was £5,228.24 and after costs, we
raised £4,142.31. Our aim is to use our year end cash balance of
£21,476.83 to support the PCC by contributing towards much
needed repairs to the fabric of the church. Our funding
demonstrates local commitment to this project, and thus
supports the applications for external grant funding.
During the year formal work parties, and impromptu working
groups were organised to assist with the maintenance of the
church yard. And we continue to develop and maintain our own
web site (fobc.onesuffolk.net) thanks to Pauline Smith.
cont’d overleaf
Photographs of stained glass windows in Bardwell Church on
pages 1 and 3, generously provided by Tony Stokes.
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Treasurer’s Report

Chairman’s report cont’d from page 1

Year ending 31st December 2017

During the year there were 4 fund raising events:-

Total income for the year was
£5,228.74 with costs of
£1,085.93, which means we
raised £4,142.31.
The detailed breakdown follows:Subscriptions:
£880.00
Subscribing households: 54
(During 2016 there were 47
subscribing households: £680.00)
Gifts/Donations: £700.00
(2016: £1,389.000)
Safari Supper:

£300.00

Cars on the Green: £670.51
Income
£1,341.04
Costs
£670.51
(contribution to PTA)
Open Gardens:
Income
Costs

£854.20
£879.20
£ 25.00

Concert:
Income
Costs

£389.58
£744.00
£354.42

Bank balance audited £21,476.83
an increase since 2016 of
£4,142.31
Come along to our
Annual General Meeting
Monday 19th March 2018
7pm
Venue Dun Cow Dining Room

Safari Supper

On the 29th April, 30 participants in groups of 2 enjoyed a three
course meal, taking it in turns to cook a single course with the
added mystery of not knowing who their dinner guests would
be, finishing at the end of the evening in The Dun Cow for a
night cap. This event is best described as Bardwell’s equivalent
of “Come Dine with Me”, without the scoring! Overall it raised
£300.00.

Cars on the Green

On the 28th May (over the May bank holiday) Friends, together
with the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) organised a raffle and
tombola along with the additional activities of, “Guess the
Weight of the Cake” and a children’s “Lucky Dip”.
Overall this event raised a total of £1,341.04, which was then
shared between the PTA and Friends.

Open Gardens

On the 18th June, which was also one of the hottest days of the
year, we were delighted to offer a portfolio of 14 Gardens,
visitor numbers were down on the previous year at 114 visitors.
Thank you to all the exhibitors who enthusiastically prepared,
manicured and opened their gardens, without whom this event
could not happen, and the “Bardwell Bakers” who kindly
provided a delicious range of home baked cakes and scones.
Thanks to Ruth and Gerald Suggett, and Michael and Angela de
Lotbiniere for hosting afternoon teas at The Willows and the
Water Mill, and finally the Dunsdon's who again donated all the
proceeds from their plant stall. Overall this event raised
£854.20.
Also, of note is that our open gardens event featured on the
Channel 4 UK Village of the year TV programme, albeit sadly
Bardwell did not win.

Concert

On the 16th September we welcomed “Corona Brass Quintet” to
our beautiful church with an exciting and entertaining
programme from Bach to the Beatles, with Gershwin, Gabrielli,
Brahms, Ragtime and lots more
Overall the event raised £389.42.

Donations/Gift Aid

We received several generous donations during the year, which
totalled £700.00. A particular note of thanks goes to Lignacite
Limited based in Brandon (£400.00) and for the private
donations which totalled £300.
We received £384.00 from HMRC representing our gift aid claim
for 2015 and 2016. Thank you
Andrew Smith, Chairman
chairman@fobc.uk
fobc.onesuffolk.net
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An Update on the Big Project
In the first edition of this newsletter a year ago I
told you then about the plans for a big project in
the church to provide some modern facilities
(including a toilet and kitchenette) in keeping with
the historic building, and to carry out some
important urgent repairs. You will have seen that
physical work has not yet started but much work
has been going on to move the project forward.
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has been raised towards our target, including the
valuable contribution that the Friends are
expected to contribute towards the project, and
the refund of VAT that should come through the
Listed Places of Worship Grants Scheme.
We very much hope that we can raise all the
funding required this year so that the whole
project can be undertaken together – if it has to
be carried out in phases costs are likely to
increase. However, if this can’t be done, some
elements will have to go ahead this year anyway,
as that is the condition attached to some of the
grants already awarded. Thus the pressure is on
for the BGGGs to put in grant applications as
quickly as they reasonably can.
The BGGGs is a small friendly group of 4 villagers
who would welcome additional help. If you think
you might be willing to join this group or simply
want to find out more, please contact Dave Ray
bggg@fobc.uk

The repair to the cracked mullions in both the
windows containing the medieval stained glass of
national significance will necessitate the removal
of the glass to repair the masonry, so it makes
sense to carry out any necessary work on the
stained glass at that time. A specialist report has
confirmed the work to be done to clean, repair
and conserve the glass. A second faculty (the
church equivalent of planning permission) has
been requested and approved during the year,
principally to cover the work on the stained glass
windows.
We have selected our preferred principal
contractor and have all the work within the
project costed: perhaps unsurprisingly, the costs
are much higher than we had hoped or expected.
The costs, including architects fees, allowances for
contingencies and inflation, and VAT come in at
some £324K (about £192K for the new work and
£132K for repairs). Thus the Bardwell Grant
Getting Group (the BGGGs) has a major task to
raise this money through donations and grant
applications. Thus far we have had four
donations, made 27 applications to grant funders,
10 of which have been successful, 5 unsuccessful,
and we are waiting to hear from the rest. A
further 4 applications are currently being
prepared with more to follow. So far nearly £140K
fobc.onesuffolk.net

The Churchyard

With a lot of help from volunteers and with
regular grass cutting during the mowing season,
the Churchyard has steadily improved in
appearance in recent years. For safety reasons, a
number of dead or diseased trees have been
felled in the last year.
This year we will be organising a number of work
parties to complete some of the smaller tasks, e.g.
pruning, weeding, hedge cutting, litter picking,
etc. On these occasions we are heavily dependent
on the help and support of volunteers. Our next
work-party is on Saturday 17th March 2018.
If you are able to help, please contact Barry Felton
fobc@fobc.uk
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To the Friends, from the PCC
On behalf of the PCC, I would like to thank the
Friends for their tremendous support in 2017.
You have hosted really enjoyable events with an
amazing financial achievement! Thank you - this
has been very much appreciated.
As you will have read from Dave Ray’s report, the
Bardwell Grant Getting Group (BGGG’s) is making
steady progress with the challenging fund raising
to achieve the financial goal necessary for the
repairs, renovations and new work that is needed
at the church. One of the current applications is
to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) who will grant
monies for projects where ‘heritage will be in a
better condition’. This applies to the repair and
conservation of the medieval stained glass
windows & also to the porch roof. Their grant
could be around, a much needed, £60,000.
However, HLF grants come with ‘strings’ attached
or, in their words, ‘outcomes’. A crucial outcome
is they want us to demonstrate that not only has
the physical heritage been improved but that as a
result of their investment ‘people will have learnt
about heritage’. Part of the grant bid, has,
therefore, to show what activities we will do so
that people, particularly from our village, have
‘had an enjoyable experience’, and/or
‘volunteered their time’. So far we have planned
the following activities: create new church trails,
suitable for children and adults; invite expert
visiting speakers to tell us about the stained glass;
train local people to be church guides for open/
heritage events; produce some craft/art work to
illustrate either the stained glass or the life of Sir
William de Berdwelle; hold a celebratory event for
when the work is finished!
We really need evidence of community support to
make this activity plan happen. We are indebted
to Ruth Stokes for her research into the artifacts in
the church, particularly, in this instance, that
relate to the medieval stained glass and the life of
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Sir William. They tell fascinating stories about the
history of Bardwell. HLF want to know how people
in Bardwell will learn about our history if we are
to receive their funding. So, we’re telling HLF,
now, that this is what we will do and are trusting
that support from the community will actually
make it happen!
If you are interested in helping with any of these
activities or would just like to know more, please
do contact me.
With many thanks, Dinkie Williamson, on behalf
of the PCC of Bardwell Church
dinkie.williamson@gmail.com

Events Diary 2018
Saturday 21st April
Safari Supper Good fun, great

company, delicious food. For more
details and to book please contact
Dave Ray fobc@fobc.uk

Sunday 27th May
Cars on Bardwell Village Green

This year we will again join with
the Bardwell PTA and plan to run
both a “chocolate”, and a
separate “bottle tombola”. If you
have anything that you think could be suitable
for either, but particularly bottles of alcohol
please contact Andrew Smithchairman@fobc.uk

Sunday 17th June - Open Gardens

As ever we keep our fingers crossed for good
weather but not too hot!! It looks
like we will have at least the same
number of gardens open for our
visitors.
If you would like your garden to be
included please contact
Michael de Lotbiniere opengardens@fobc.uk

Saturday 17th November - Race Night
Back by popular demand we’ll be hosting our
customary race night in the Tithe Barn.

Our committee consists of a small number of volunteers and does an amazing job organising events
throughout the year. On occasions it can be a bit of a struggle, so if there are any Friends of Bardwell
Church who feel they could join the committee or help in anyway please contact the Chairman,
Andrew Smith chairman@fobc.uk
fobc.onesuffolk.net
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